Diatonic 7th Chords i
Chords And Arpeggios Level 4

MUSAGO

MUSIC THEORY MADE EASY

Complete the following tasks relating to the diatonic triads of C major as shown below.
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1. Add another note on top of each triad a 3rd above.

Each chord is now a triad plus the note a 7th above the root. This is why they are commonly
known as ‘7th’ chords. There are four different chord qualities present.
They are major 7, dominant 7, minor 7 and minor 7b5.

2. Using the formulas for the different chord qualities shown below as a guide, write in the names
of each chord above the stave. There is often more than one way to label a chord. The table
below shows a few options, the first being the preferred choice by Musago.

Chord Type | Scale Degree Formula | Common Chord Label Examples

Major7 |R 3 5 7 | cMaj7, M7, CA7

Dominant 7 3 5 b7 | C7, C Dom7

R
Minor7 | R b3 5 b7 | Cmin7, Cmi7, Cm7, C-7
R

Minor 7b5

b3 b5 b7 | Cmin7b5, Cm7b5, Cmi7b5, C-7b5, C*7

3. Add in the roman numeral functions for each chord. For example, IImin7 or V7.

4. What is the roman numeral formula for diatonic 7th chords in major keys?
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5. What ‘7th chord’ quality are the I and IV chords in any major key?

6. What ‘7th chord’ quality are the II, III and VI chords in any major key?

7. What ‘7th chord’ quality is the V chord in any major key?

8. What ‘7th chord’ quality is the VII chord in any major key?

9. Write out the following chords and their inversions using semibreves. Use accidentals as
needed and use close voicings.

GMaj7 GMaj7/B GMaj7/D GMaj7/F$
ANSY
Y

C7 C7/E C7/G C7/Bb
ANV
Y

Dmin7 Dmin7/F Dmin7/A Dmin7/C
A3V
Y

Amin7b5 Amin7b5/C Amin7b5/Eb Amin7b5/G
A3V
Y
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